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A collaborative approach to watershed planning includes stakeholder 
involvement  and management actions supported by sound science
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Flow regime

Sediment regime

Organic material

Water quality

Habitat connectivity

Floodplain function

Riparian vegetation

Resilience

Structure

Integrated River Science

Biology

Physiochemistry

Geomorphology

Hydraulics

Hydrology

Please note that the most recent version 
of CoRHAF uses different Drivers
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Grade Score Impairment

A 90-100 None

B 80-89 Mild

D 70-79 Significant

D 60-69 Severe

F 50-59 Profound

Please note that the most recent version of 
CoRHAF uses different Drivers and Components
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Effort levels may vary

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
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Flow regime

Condition Scores
D Peak flows

Base flows

Rate of change

D+

D

Grade Impairment
A None
B Mild
D Significant
D Severe
F Profound

D+

From: BBA Water 
Donsultants (2015)



Driver Scores

Riparian condition D

Vertical complexity 
Canopy species 
Sub-canopy species 
Shrub layer 
Problem herbaceous species 
Problem woody species 
Patchiness and interspersion 
Woody species regeneration 
Floodplain position 
Habitat connectivity
Buffer capacity
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Riparian parameters
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THANK YOU!

Colorado State University
Colorado Water Conservation Board
Colorado State Land Board
Colorado Department of Transportation
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Dity of Fort Dollins (RHAF Team)
US Environmental Protection Agency
US Army Corps of Engineers
Colorado Riparian Association
Colorado Natural Heritage Program
Lotic Hydrological
Acclivity Associates
Otak
Jessica Doran & Dave Sutherland (EcoMetrics)

Please visit the
Colorado Stream Health Assessment Framework 

website: 
www.streamhealthassessment.com




	Slide 1
	Slide 2:  
	Slide 3: Where are we going?
	Slide 4: Colorado Life
	Slide 5: Colorado’s Population
	Slide 6: Colorado Streams
	Slide 7: These guys did not have a stream management Plan…
	Slide 8: Colorado Water Plan
	Slide 9: Stream Management Plans
	Slide 10: Stream Management Planning
	Slide 11: Stream Needs
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Integrated River Science
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: “Yeah, well, you know, that’s just like, uh, your opinion, man.” - The Dude
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Applications
	Slide 21: Recent Retooling
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34: Stream Management Planning
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44

